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conversation, and abruptly brought the audience
to a close. But she was warned of the importance
of winning Knox over to her side, and next
morning she sent for him again. This time she
did not attempt to argue with him, but treated
the preacher as a dear confidant and trusted ally.
She sought his opinion of Lord Ruthven. Knox
answered shortly that he could not discuss a man
who was not there to speak up for himself. Then
the queen advised him against a man who was
being considered for high office in the Kirk, and
Knox promised to look into his past life care-
fully. (The enquiry proved Mary to be right,
and the aspirant was disbarred.) Mary went on
to make a touching request to Knox. Would he
try to smooth the quarrel between the Earl of
Argyll and his wife-for my sake, the queen
added prettily. Knox was softened, and promised
to do his best. The interview ended with Mary's
promise to follow his advice and execute justice on
all who offended the laws. Knox returned that
by so doing she would please God, and could not
forbear to point out that peace and tranquillity
would then reign throughout the realm, " which
is more profitable to your majesty than all the
pope's power can be."
Mary^eemed to intend to keep her promise^ for
fifty people were summoned for practising
Catholicism. Actually, however, the queen had
no intention of taking strict measures against the